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DEFENCES OF PHILADELPHIA IN 1777. 

CONTRIBUTED BY WORTHINGTON CHAUNCEY FORD. 

(Continued from page 86.) 

WASHINGTON TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM. 

" Head Quarters, 11 November, 1777 
" Dear Sir : 

" Your Favors of the 9 th & 10 th Instant I have duly received. 
I think we may reasonably Hope, that, from the good dispo- 
sition of the Troops in your Quarter, & the Zeal & activity 
of the officers and men, join'd to the present very advanced 
& cold Season, which must greatly retard if not prevent the 
Operations of the Enemy; Matters may Terminate with 
you agreeable to our Expectations, this must have the great- 
est Influence upon the Conduct of Gen 1 Howe & force him 
to adopt disadvantageous or disgraceful Measures. 

" Gen 1 Knox informs me that he has sent down a person 
to get an exact return of the Ammunition which you now 
have, & of what may be want'd, & that he has sent down 
17 Waggons loaded with Ball, which you will receive about 
this time. — A Waggon with 20,000 Musket Cartridges will 
be immediately despatch'd o be deliver'd to the Militia (if 
you see fit) by your order only. — It is greatly to be wish'd 
that all firing could be prevented except where there is a 
real Necessity & the distance such as might promise a good 
effect. 

" I have wrote to Gen 1 Potter ordering him to take every 
Step by which he can assist you & distress the Enemy on 
Province Island — he may alarm them & draw off their Atten- 
tion from Port Mifflin if nothing more. — You are ac- 
quainted with the reasons why a greater Force is not sent 
to annoy them in that quarter. I am &c 

" G° Washington." 
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BRIGADIER- GENERAL POTTER TO WASHINGTON. 

"Nov' 11 th 1777 
"Sir 

" I have just Received Intelagance of 38 sail of the enemey 
fleet coming up the River the latters was wrote five oclock 
yesterday eviuing altho the[y] are dated as of this day. 
the fiering yesterday was from the enemys Battereys on 
province Island near the River Banks I Believe the[y] have 
dun little damige if any I Riceved your excelanceys of the 
10 th of Nov', as for my doing any thing that can be of us[e] 
to the fourt — I can't conseve how I can do it. I am &c. 

"Ja 9 Potter." 

brigadier-general potter to washington. 
" Sir 

" Yesterday I sent Col. Rankan and Capt. Livis to give 
me an account of the fiering. Rankan is Returned, and 
says that about eight o'cLock there was an Attact maid on 
Rid Bank which continued one hour and a half, about 11 
oClock the Attact Began and continued upwards of one 
hour, and about 3 oClock the[y] attact 84 again and Con- 
tinued about 3 Quarters of an hour about one quarter after 
3 oClock the[y] Began again and Continued about one hour 
and a half and after the small Arms seased, the cannaiding 
Continued about 3 minits, and all seased. Col. Rankan is 
confidant that the fourt is ours yet and says he will wiger 
his hors against a gill of "Whisque. I hope your Excelancey 
will have Glorious Accounts from Rid Bank. I am &c 

" Ja 8 Potter. 

" Nov' 11'" 1777 ten o'clock." 

JONATHAN RUMFORD TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL POTTER. 

" Wilmington 9"" ll« h 77 
" D? General 

" This will acquaint you with the loss of a 64 Gun Ship — 

Wednesday last, shee was drawn up with springs to her 

cables to fire on forte Miflin, alias mud Island, but as Heven 

would have it, the Springs broke or by some means gave 
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way. The Ship ran a Shore n'r [M]anto Crick. Our People 
Errected a small Batery on Billings Port & soone sunk the 
Ship — there is now three Ships more going up one of which 
a 64. I am &c. 

" JON^ RUMFORD." 

MAJOR EVANS TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL POTTER. 

" Wilmington, Nov' ll" 1 1777 
" Dear Sir : 

" Having Just arived at this place I had account of thirty 

Eight large ships lying at or near reedy Island yesterday 

with a number of troops on board some say 3 some 4 & 5 

thousand, the ships are all now standing up the River by 

this place now five of the Clock, therefore thought it my 

indispensible duty to give you the earliest intelligence that 

you might provide yourself accordingly. I am &c. 

" Geo : Evans, Major M." 

JONATHAN RUMFORD TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL POTTER. 

"Wilmington Nov ll tt 1777 
" Dr. General 

" I am acquainted by Cap' Hugh Mongomery who is Just 
come from the River Shore that hee Counted thirty Eight 
Sales of Vessels Cheifly ships & that hee heard from M r 
Whitehead Jones these had Ten Solders landed & came to 
his House who acquainted him That there was a fleete now 
in the Delawar with Several Thousand Brittish Soldears on 
Borde. The Ships are Now Passing by I therefore send 
you this Inteligance & am &e. 

" JONf RUMFORD." 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM TO WASHINGTON. 

" Woodberry IP" November, 1777 
"Sir 

" Cap* [Samuel] Treat of the Artillery and one Man be- 
sides was killed this Morning. The Enemy have battered 
down a great Part of the Stone Wall. The Pallisades and 
Barracks are prodigiously shattered. The Enemy fire with 
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Twenty four & thirty two Pounders. Upon these, and other 
Considerations, 0ol° Smith is of Opinion that the Fort must 
be evacuated. A storm would not he dreaded ; But it ap- 
pears impossible for the Garrison to withstand point blank 
shot. I am now going to consult the Baron & Col Greene. 
I expect we shall cause an evacuation this Night. I am &c. 

"J. M. Vaknum. 

" N.B. — The Evacuation may enable us to take Billings- 
port." 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM TO WASHINGTON. 

" Woodberry, 11*" Nov' 12 o'Clock P.M. 1777 
" Sir : 

" I am this Moment returned from Fort Mifflin — Every 
Defence is almost destroyed. Poor Col° Smith is on this 
Shore, slightly wounded. — I have ordered the Cannon, least 
in use, to be brought off. L' Col [Giles] Bussell of Col° 
[John] Durkee's Battalion commands. I have ordered the 
Garrison to defend at all Events 'till your Pleasure can be 
known. Nothing shall be wanting to support them, which 
we can give — They cannot hold out more than two Days. — 
Col Smith urges an Evacuation still ; at least, to continue 
a small Garrison only, w°h might be bro't off occasionally, I 
cannot acceed to the Measure, as long as we have lost but 
few Men. — The Enemy have pass'd seven Boats this Evining 
between the Fort and Province Island. — The Cannonade is 
renewed ; If as great Injury should take Place to morrow 
as to Day, we may be obliged to relinquish the Place. — I 
wish to know your will — The Fort shall be held, at all 
events, 'till then. 

" Your Commands of this Day, just come to Hand. I am 
much obliged. 

"At Red Bank, an Eighteen Pounder burst — one man 
killed and several wounded; at the two Gun Battery, a 
Serg' killed and one wounded. 

" The Baron ought to know whether he shall go farther 
than this, as he is extremely unwell. I am &c 

" J. M. Varnum." 
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colonel smith to brigadier-general varnum. 
" Sir 

" I am clearly of your opinion to keep the fort to the last 
extremity, which in my opinion may as well be done with 
100 as 500 men. By tomorrow night every thing will be 
levelled — our block houses next the enemy are almost 
destroyed — the N". West Block has but one piece of cannon 
fit for service — one side of it is entirely fallen down — they 
have begun on that next Bead's House & dismounted two 
pieces — the Pallisades next the meadow are levelled; the 
small battery in front of the gate torn up — the [a word that 
is illegible] battery torn up also. The wall is broke thro' in 
different places. In fine should they storm us I think we 
must fall. However, as it is your opinion I will keep the 
garrison tho' I lose mine and my soldiers lives. I hope the 
night may prove sufficiently favorable to get out some of our 
cannon ; and then should we fall, you may still defend the 
Biver. I am now without 18 cartouches — must beg you will 
send me 300 which will serve me to-morrow — it must be 
done in the night. I would advise the garrison to be with- 
drawn except about 50 men, who could just keep up the 
same fire that is done now, and might escape in case of a 
storm — This would be my advice. 'Tis true I fight for glory, 
but at the same time must study the general good. I am &c 

" Sam Smith. 
" Fort Mifflin, 11 Nov. 1777. 

" N.B. — Befleet if they make the attack that their cannon 
will be placed against our Block house, in which case no 
man can stay in them. I expect to see the whole of the 
N". W. Block house fall every minute. If you should be of 
my opinion send boats in the first place to get over the 
cannon, and before day take off the men leaving as I men- 
tioned." l 

1 " General Dickenson, to whose Discretion it was left to take the Com- 
mand of our Militia now under General Newcomb, or to continue on his 
present station as he should conceive most for the Publick Interest, has 
preferred the latter, on account of a Plan he has formed to make a 
Descent on Staten Island, which he says is a favorite scheme of his ; and 
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WASHINGTON TO FRANCIS HOPKINSON AND JOHN WHARTON. 1 

" Head Quarters, 12 November, 1777 
" Gentlemen : 

" I have your fav r of the 10 th and am only sorry that I did 
not sooner know my request of sinking the Frigates had 
been complied with. The delay of the Resolve of Congress, 
from the time you first applied for their advice, was what 
led me into a mistake, and I am obliged to you for the gen- 
teel manner in which you excuse me. I am perfectly satis- 
fied with the measures which you have taken to secure the 
shipping and desire when you have no further occasion for 
Men that they may be disposed of as directed in my former 
letters. I am &c * 

" G° "Washington." 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL POTTER TO WASHINGTON. 

" I received your Excelanceys favour of yesterday at 10 
o'Clock last night. I was out Reconnitring, the Shiping are 
com up. the number of soldiers I cant assurtain. 

" As to the marching of the Militia the[y] were all at Head 
Quarters before I Rec a your Letter, as for my Harrassing 
the Enemy the sitation of the pleace is such that I can do 
Little, and my numbers so Trifling, that I cant prevent there 
coming over the Bridge, they are alarmed on the Island, and 
have strenthened that place with men and works and cannon 
there will be mutch more dificqualty in Redusing it than 
would have been eight days ago, 

" I am sorey that Gen 1 [John] Armstrongis under a mistake 

from which he expects to derive considerable Advantage to the Cause. 
From the frequent Complaints I have had of General Newcomb's Inac- 
tivity and utter want of all Discipline, I have sent for him to this place 
to account for his conduct to General Forman ; & hope his friends here 
will embrace that opportunity to persuade him to resign a Post, which 
most of them seem now convinced he is incapable of discharging either 
with Honour to himself, or Advantage to the State." — Governor William 
Livingston to Washington, November 11, 1777. 

1 Some letters of this date are printed in my " Writings of Washing- 
ton," Vol. VI. pp. 187, 188. 

2 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel Tench Tilghman. 
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in Regard of my givin Interruption to the enemy in Bulding 
there Bridge, I drove there gaurd three times down to the 
warf, but my men were oblidged to Run back again the 
ground on the other side commands that on this side and 
they soon drive us off with there cannon — If it is agreeable 
to your Excelancey I could wish some other officer was to 
take the command here. 

" I will do all in my power to get a Communication with 
Ridbank But cant vew it in such an easy light as some 
Gentlemen do. 

" I am your Excelanceys &c 

" J a* Potter. 
" Nov' 12 th 1777." 

brigadier-general potter to washington. 
"Sir 

"lam sorey t^ T ~<brmyour excelancey that Last night in 
the night the enemy got two Briggs and one sloop up past 
the Island on the side nixt the Island, and this day they 
were unloading them at the Lowast ferrey in Schulkill, 
there has been a verey hevey fiering this day at the fourt 
from the Battereys on the Islands the fourt seldom Re- 
turned the fier the Galleys went lower down the River 
| ] and fired on the ships. 

" I hope I will Receve Accounts tomorrow from Red bank 
this Evining I have Receved the within closed from a gen- 
tleman that was in the City several days he assures me that 
I will get Intiligance from two good whigs in the City — I 
have just Receved a letter from George Reed, Esq 1 of the 
Dalawer State Informing me that there Militia hav Destroyed 
6 Vessels in Duck Creek with provisions going to the enemys 
shiping and Taken a number of the Treaders he can give 
no Account of the numbers of soldiers that were in the fleet 
that came up — sum says there did not appear to be meney 
on Board. I am &c 

"Ja 8 Potter. 

"Nov' 12 th 1777 9oClock 

" P.S. — We have Taken five Prisners this day and will 
send them to your Excelancey tomorrow." 
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MAJOR FLEURY TO WASHINGTON. 
" ExOELLENCEY 

" in my quality of engineer in chief at fort mifflin I think 
that my duty obliges me to informe you of the present 
situation of the fort. 

" the Fire of the enemy has been successfull enough to 
spoile our three Block houses, and dismount the canon of 
all, except two. the great lockes [logs?] of which we had 
covered them are not strong enough to preserve the inside 
of the block houses, and we have none others to mend them. 

" some of our Palissades at the nordside are broken, but 
we can mend them every night. 

" in all the fort is certainly yet in state to be defended, 
but the garrison is so dispirited that if the enemy will at- 
tempt to storm us, I am afraid that they will succeed, they 
are so exhausted, by watch, cold, Rain & fatigue, that their 
Courage is very Low, and in the Last allarme one half was 
unfit for duty. 

" I have informed Gen 1 Varnam of the situation of the 
fort, and how small was the garrison considering how large 
is our enclosure. 

" I think it necessary for my honour to put under your 
eyes the same observation, to not be thought guilty in case 
of bad event. I am excellency &c 

" Fleury. 

" 10 o'Clock 12 9"" 1777" 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM TO WASHINGTON. 

" Woodbeeey, 12 th Nov r Sunset 1777 
" Sir. 

"The Garrison holds out; tho' the Enemy continue to 
batter with great Success upon the "Works, but few Men are 
killed and wounded. The Troops are extremely fatigued. 
I shall send one Hundred fresh Troops this Fight, & all that 
I have tomorrow Night, if the Fort should remain defensi- 
ble. The most fatigued will be taken from the Garrison. — 
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Col Smith will be unable to return to bis Command for 
some Time ; It is a misfortune, but, Col Russell will com- 
mand witb Spirit, & Col Durkee will go in tomorrow Morn- 
ing, should Col Russell be mucb fatigued. Inclosed you 
have Major Fleury's opinion. 1 I am anxious to hear from 
you. Have no particular Intelligence save that Forty sail 
of Vessells with Troops, on Saturday last, entered the Dele- 
ware. — Should the Enemy continue their Cannonade the 
Island will be lost : however, the Garrison will continue 'till 
your Excellency shall order otherwise. I am &c. 

"J. M. Varnum." 

COLONEL SMITH TO WASHINGTON. 

" WOODBERKY, 12 Nov' 1777 

" Sir : 

" I yesterday unfortunately rec d a Contusion on my Hip 
& left Arm, both which give me much pain. I imprudently 
went into my Barracks to answer a Letter from Gen. Varnum 
& a Ball came through the Chimney & struck me on the Hip 
so forcibly that I remained senseless for some time, however 
I am happy to find myself much less hurted than I at first 
imagin'd & Hope in 5 or 6 days to be again fit for duty. 
Coll. Russell now commands in fort Mifflin. The troops 
there are worn out with fatigue, watchings & cold. All the 
Guns in the Block Houses are render'd unfit for service & 
the Houses almost destroy'd. the Pallisades were renew'd 
last Night & this Day destroy'd again, the other Guns on 
my two Gun Battery render'd unfit for service. An 18 p r 
next to the right of the Battery dismounted, the New Well 
very much injur'd, the whole of the Garrisons Heap of 
Ruins, this Night Gen. Varnum intends removing some 
of the heavy Cannon. We shall perhaps be able to keep 
the fort three days, in which Time it will be levell'd to the 
Ground. Yesterday Cap* [Samuel] Treat was kill'd by a 
Ball which came through the Grand Battery & this Day his 

1 This opinion is not different in detail from that submitted to Wash- 
ington, p. 241, ante. 
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Lieut. [John] George wounded, so that there are now but 2 
Artillery Officers in Garrison, if they attempt a storm, I 
fear the Garrison must fall. Such weather as this the Gallies 
can give no Assistance. I Have advis'd the Garrison to be 
withdrawn, except the Artillery & ab* 50 Men who could 
keep up the same fire that the whole can. But to be pre- 
par'd & in Case the Enemy attempt a Storm they might set 
fire to every part & withdraw. Gen. Varnum waits your 
Order. I have the Honor &c. 

"Sam Smith." 

washington to brigadier-general varnum. 

"Head Quaetees, 13 November, 1777 
" Sir : 

" I wrote you two Letters yesterday ; the first contained 
positive orders to maintain the Fort on Mud Island at all 
events, the second in consequence of subsequent advices from 
you gave discretionary powers to evacuate the post, and a 
copy of it was sent to guard against miscarriage ; I refer you 
to its contents and repeat that I would have a Show of de- 
fence kept up as long as possible by such a number of men as 
you shall judge necessary. The importance of delaying the 
farther progress of the Enemy and preventing their making 
a lodgement on the Island is too obvious to need my insist- 
ing upon it. In addition to the perseverance of the Garri- 
son, I think an Enterprise of a more active nature might 
be carried into execution in concert with a detachment from 
the Fleet. I mean a Descent upon Province Island for the 
purpose of spiking the Enemy's Cannon and levelling their 
Batteries — which would considerably embarrass the Enemy 
and gain us a great deal of time. This is proposed however 
only by way of consulting you upon the subject : you will 
be best able, being on the spot, to judge of the practicability 
of such a Scheme. Voluntiers and pick'd Men would be 
most likely to do this Service effectually : and as a Stimulus 
to their Courage and Exertions I promise ample Rewards 
in case of Success. I would have Fort Mercer strengthen'd 
as much as Circumstances will, allow — it may be put in such 
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a condition as to require a greater Sacrifice than the Enemy 
can afford to make in attempting it. I am &c 

" G° Washington. 

" P.S. — Present my Compliments to Col Smith. The 
Contents of his Letter are fully answer'd by this to you." l 

MAJOR FLEUKS'S JOURNAL. 

"Nov. 13 th at night. — The Enemy have kept up a firing 
part of the night — their shells greatly disturb our workmen, 
and as the moon rises opposite to us, her light discovers 
to the Enemy where we are. As long as my Workmen 
would remain with me, I employed them in covering the 
two western Blockhouses with Joist within and without and 
filling the interstices with rammed Earth. I have closed 
the breaches made in our Palisades, with Planks, Centry- 
boxes, Rafters, and strengthen'd the whole with earth — 
General Varnum has sent me neither Ax, Fascine, Gabion 
nor Palisade, altho he promised me all these Articles, I sup- 
pose it has not been in his power — it is impossible however 
with watry mud alone to make works capable of resisting 
the Enemys 32 Pounders. 

" 14 th Day light discovers to us a floating battery of the 
Enemy, placed a little above their grand battery, and near 
the Shore ; it seems to be a Bomb-battery. 

" Fort Mifflin is certainly capable of defence if the means 
be furnished — if they supply us from Red-bank with Tools, 
Fascines, Palisades, &ca all which they may do in abun- 
dance — the Fire of the Enemy will never take the Fort, it 
may kill us men but this is the Fortune of War. and all 
their bullets will never render them masters of the Island, 
if we have courage enough to remain on it — but they are 
removing our Cannon from the grand battery under pre- 
text that it is necessary to raise a battery on the Jersey side 
to keep the Enemys shipping at a distance — but what signi- 
fies it, whether their Fleet be at the point of Hog Island or 
a quarter of a mile lower — will they not by taking this 

1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. 
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Fort have the Channel of province Island open, for their 
small Sloops and other light vessels — will they not drive the 
Gallies from the River — Fort Mifflin is the important 
Object, it must he maintained and furnish'd with means of 
defence. Men, Earth and Fascines to cover them — Our 
new Garrison consists of 450 Men — what can they do in a 
circumference of works so extensive as ours — being weak 
everywhere, they could make a defence nowhere and the 
Fort would be carried — The apparent Project of the Enemy 
is to debark on the Island ; either to risque a Storm, or to 
establish a battery on the old ferry wharf, or nearer if they 
can — what means have we of hindering them — with a Gar- 
rison so feeble, can I make any advantageous Sallies — can I 
dislodge the Enemy — if I raise a battery against them will 
it not serve against ourselves in case of attack — for without 
a sufficient number to defend it, it must be given up — our 
grand Battery has 19 Embrasures and 8 cannon, two of 
which are dismounted — we must have Artificers to make 
Wheels — Fascines and Palisades for breaches. Gen 1 Var- 
num supplies us scantily — We must have men to defend 
the Ruins of the Fort — our Ruins will serve us as breast- 
works, we will defend the Ground inch by inch, and the 
Enemy shall pay dearly for every step — but we want a com- 
manding Officer, ours is absent and forms projects for our 
defence at a distance. 

" P.S. — As the Light becomes clearer, I perceive the En- 
emys floating battery, not to be a mortar battery but that it 
contains two 32 Pounders — we are going to raise a Counter 
battery of two eighteen Pounders taken out of our River 
battery — which will now have no more than 7 Guns, the 
Wheels of two of which have been disabled by the Enemy's 
Cannon. We are so much neglected that we have been 7 
days without wood, and at present have only cartridges of 
eighteen pounders for a Piece of 32 which does considerable 
michief to the Enemy. 

" 14 th at 7 oClock. The Enemy keep up a great Fire 
from their Floating Battery and the shore. 

" I repeat it, our Commanding Officer issues orders from 
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Woodberry — if he were nearer he would be a better judge 
of our Situation. 

" Our blockhouses are in a pitiful condition, but with 
fascines I hope to cover two pieces in each lower story which 
will be sufficient to flank us. I say again the Enemys fire 
will not take our fort, if they attempt a storm we shall 
still have a little parapet to oppose to them, but we must 
have men to defend it. 

" Novem 14 th at noon. 

" We have silenced the Enemy's floating Battery, I know 
not whether we have dismounted her Cannon, or whether 
her present Station exposes her too much, but the firing 
from her has ceased. I suspect that she is destined to land 
men on this Island. 

" Their grand battery is in little better condition than our 
block-houses — We have open'd an embrasure at the Corner of 
the Battery, and two pieces here joined to two others on the 
left which we have reinstated, throw the Enemy into disorder. 

"I repeat it — their fire will kill us men, because we have 
no cover, but it will never take the Fort, if we have suffi- 
cient courage to keep our ground — but a stronger Garrison 
is indispensibly necessary, we are not secured against Storm, 
if the Enemy attempt it — I fear they will succeed — in pene- 
trating a Circumference of 1200 Paces defended only by 
450 men and half ruined Palisades — A boat which this day 
deserted from the Fleet, will have given the Enemy suffi- 
cient intimation of our weakness — they will probably attack 
us or attempt a Lodgment on the Island which we cannot 
prevent with our present strength. 

" Tonight an Attempt is to be made on the floating battery 
of the Enemy." l 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM TO WASHINGTON. 

" Woodberry, i p' 4 Mor. 
"SIR "14 Nov. 1777 

" One Hour since, all was pretty well in Fort. Three 
killed yesterday, and seven wounded. Our greatest misfor- 

1 In manuscript of Lieutenant-Colonel John Laurens. 
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tune has been, that so high, we could get nothing across the 
River. However it is now calm, & the time improving. I 
have sent all the fresh Troops into the Fort & shall, in every 
Respect pursue your Orders signified 12 th , 5 oClock P.M. 
The Garrison may continue for some Time. Possibly we 
shall keep the Island. To day we shall open upon their 
Shipping with three Guns from the lower Battery. I am &c. 

"J. M. Varnum." 



BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM TO WASHINGTON. 

" Woodbeeey, J past 3 P.M. 14 th Nov' 1777 
" Sir : 

" Your Favor of yesterday is received. Major [Simeon] 
Thayer has the Command at Fort Mifflin at Present. In- 
clos'd you have his Sentiments. I have continued nearly 
four hundred Rank & File in the Garrison. All Col" Smith's 
Troops are brought to the Main to get a little Rest. I have 
no more Troops fit for Duty. I am very happy that a toler- 
able Prospect of holding the Post appears — Last Evening 
my whole Company of Artillery went into the Fort. Capt. 
[James] Lee commands. He is brave and good. — It is very 
unhappy that the Wind has been so great ; However, we shall 
be now [better] able to send supplies, than for several Days. 
— An Attempt upon Province Island is desirable, but impos- 
sible for us, who have no Troops, but fatigued ones, & those 
in less Force than the Enemy's upon that Place. As your 
Orders appear discretionary, in some measure, we shall 
risque many things in attempting to keep the River. — I 
think we may hold the Island till such Time as you can send 
us five Hundred Troops to make a second Relief. — If that 
cannot be done, we will endeavour to hold it. 

" The large Howitz we want very much. I am &c. 

"J. M. Varnum. 

" KB. — I am now going with Col° Smith to Fort Mifflin, 
& shall be able, in the Morning, to give you a particular 
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MAJOR THAYER TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL VARNUM. 

" Foet Mifflin, Nov. 14, 1777 

" Sir 

" By this I would give you to understand that the can- 
onade we have here we value not, nor can conceive how 
any one would dream of delivering up so important a post 
as this at present ; from Cannon we have nothing to fear, if 
there should be no sudden storm. If, au, you will send us 
a reinforcement tonight of 100 or more men, it will certainly 
be a great means of the salvation of this garrison. A float- 
ing battery of the enemy appeared this morning. We have 
silenced her for the present. I am &c 

" Simeon Thayer Com d . 

" P.S. — A Boat with a number of men deserted from our 
fleet but this minute — they may give some unfavorable 
account of our state, and insinuate some notion of our 
evacuating the fort. All well — none hurt since my arrival 
here — The garrison in good spirits." 

CAPTAIN LEE TO WASHINGTON. 

" N° 14* 77 
" Sir : 

" I have just returned from the lower counties on Dela- 
ware. In our excursion thro' that country, the several 
landings on the river were visited, but to our satisfaction, we 
learned that the intercourse between the inhabitants & fleet 
was totally broke up. Lord Howe has positively forbid the 
least connexion under severe penalties. 

" I should have proceeded down as far as Dover, in order 
to destroy some small craft, that were employed in furnishing 
the enemy with fresh provision fuel &c, from Duck creek, 
but this business being completed by Gen Patterson, I con- 
cluded the route unnecessary, & returned to my former 
station. Thirty eight sail of Transports arrived in the 
delaware while I was down & joined the fleet off Chester. 
It was expected they had troops on board from N. York, but 



Defences of Philadelphia in 1777. 249 

none could be discovered as they passed up the river. I 
am &c. 

"Hen* Lee." 



MAJOR-GENERAL GREENE TO WASHINGTON. 

" At Mb Mokkis, Nov. 14" 1 8 oClock P.M. 1777 
" Dr. Sir. 

" We have just returned from reconnoitering the grounds 
about Darby, the Islands below and up to the middle ferry — 
we purpose to go out again in the morning — from the present 
view Darby appears the only eligible position for the army 
for the purpose of their crossing the river. It is the opinion 
of several of the gentlemen that the enemy may be kept 
dislodged from the Islands by detachment, others are of 
opinion that it would be dangerous unless the party was 
covered, by the Army, but all are of opinion, it is practicable 
either the one way or the other and considering the good con- 
sequences that will result from it, it ought to be attempted. 
Darby is not the most eligible post I ever saw, but it is not 
so dangerous as to discourage the attempt to relieve fort 
Mifflin. 

" The flag was flying at Fort Mifflin at sunset this evening, 
there has been a very severe cannonade today. — inclosed is 
a letter from Col Greene respecting the condition of the 
fort. The enemy have got up two or three vessels into the 
Schuylkill, they were attempting to get up a two and thirty 
gun frigate, between hog Island and Province Island — by 
the best observation we could make her guns were taken 
out and follow'd her in a sloop. — She did not get up, but 
what was the reason, I know not. — The Commodore should 
be directed to sink a vessel or two in the new channel as 
soon as possible, and the fort encouraged to hold out to the 
last. — There is but one bridge over the Schuylkill and that 
is at the middle ferry. I examined the river myself from 
the falls to the mouth. 

" The enemy have got a chain of redoubts with Abatis 
between them from one river to the other, part of this is 
from information and part from my own observation — The 
Vol. xix. — 17 
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Schuylkill is very deep and rapid, too deep for foot to ford 
it — the bridge at Matteson's ford is not in so great forward- 
ness as I could wish, the commanding officer sais it will be 
done in three days — but a bridge of waggons can be thrown 
over for the foot to pass if that should not be done. 

" The enemy are greatly discouraged by the forts holding 
out so long, and it is the general opinion of the best of the 
citizens that the enemy will evacuate the city if the fort 
holds out until the middle of next week. 

" There is plenty of forage in this country, especially about 
Darby — we purpose to examine the ground a little more 
about Darby tomorrow, and if possible return tomorrow 
evening — From the best accounts we can get there is but 
five ships with troops on board in the river. I am &c 

" Nath. Greene." 

(To be continued.) 



